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F e b .27, 2007
Contact: George Stanley, director, UM Paleontology Center, 243-5693.
UM PROF LECTURES AT INTERNATIONAL MARINE WORKSHOP
MISSOULA George Stanley, University of Montana geology professor and director o f U M ’s
Paleontology Center, was among 40 international scientists invited to attend a workshop in
Plymouth, England, this month.
The workshop, which took place Feb. 13-15, was titled “Modeling the Response of
Marine Ecosystems to Increasing Levels o f C 0 2.” It was part of a series o f workshops in a
program called “Advances in Marine Ecosystem Modeling Research.”
Stanley delivered a keynote lecture titled “The Evolution of Hypercalcifying Organisms
in the Geologic Past and Their Response to Ocean Chemical Changes.”
He also presented a poster at the meeting, “Carbon Dioxide and the Evolution o f Ancient Reef
Ecosystems: Insight and Paradox.”
The workshop focused on the increase in carbon dioxide in the world’s marine
environment and the effects it is having on the ocean’s ecosystem. The purpose o f the event was
to bring together specialists in diverse fields to produce recommendations for future modeling,
observation and experiments.
Rising C 0 2 levels are at the forefront of national and international news and there is
debate as to whether the carbon dioxide issue is real. Results from the workshop not only
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confirmed the reality of the situation, but also revealed the adverse effects it is having on marine
environments.
Stanley introduced the fossil record and explored geologic time. The geologic record
provides important insights, revealing mass extinctions and the collapse o f ancient marine
ecosystems associated with carbon dioxide increases.
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